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Abstract: Faunal data on eight species of the genus Psylliodes LATREILLE, 1825 are presented. 432 individuals of this 
genus were examined. The information published on this flea beetle genus are summarized for the first time in Latvia. 
Two species, P. cupreata (DUFTSCHMID, 1825) and P. reitteri WEISE, 1888 are deleted from the list of Latvian 
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Introduction 

 
There are 137 species and subspecies of 

the genus Psylliodes known from the Palaearctic 
region (Gruev, Döberl 1997). Of them, 31 
species are reported for Eastern Europe 
(Bie�kowski 2004) and 18 species are known in 
the Northern Europe (Silfverberg 2004). 

Hitherto, in the second edition of check-
list of Latvian beetles (Telnov 2004) 14 species 
of Psylliodes were reported, one species (P. 
deplanata L.MEDVEDEV, 1962) was excluded, 
and species P. tricolor WEISE, 1888 was 
mentioned as possible species for the Latvian 
fauna. The number of recorded species from this 
genus slightly varies in adjacent territories: in 
Belarus – 12 species (Lopatin, Nesterova 2005), 
in Estonia – 11 species, in Lithuania – 12 
species (Silfverberg 2004), in St.-Petersburg and 
Leningrad region (western Russia) – 9 species 
(Romantsov 2007). 

The first data on flea beetles species of the 
genus Psylliodes in Latvia was published in the 
beginning of the 19th century (Precht 1818; 
Fleischer 1829). Subsequently, more than 20 
papers have been published in Latvia. P�tele 
(1968a) provided information on 10 species of 
Psylliodes in Latvia. Faunal data can also be 
found in the following articles: P�tele 1968b, 
1970b, 1974, 1981a; Barševskis 1993; Telnov 
2002; Bukejs, Telnov 2007. 

Imago of genus Psylliodes feed on leaves 
of plants: mostly on herbaceous Cruceferae, 
Solanacea, Compositae and others, rarely on 
Quercus, Ulmus, Carpinus and Corylus. Larvae 
occur on roots or within the stems, pupate in the 
soil (Bie�kowski 2004). 

Some species of this genus are pests of 
cultivated plants (Kryzhanovskij 1974). In 
Latvia P. cucullata (ILLIGER, 1807) is reported 
as a pest of cereal crops (P�tele 1975). 

This paper continues our study on flea 
beetles of the Latvian fauna (Bukejs 2008a, 
2008b, 2009a, 2009b). 

The aim of this paper is to summarize data 
on genus Psylliodes in Latvia. The literature 
data on this flea beetle genus in Latvia are 
summarized. The faunal data on seven species 
are presented. Two species, P. cupreata 
(DUFTSCHMID, 1825) and P. reitteri WEISE, 
1888 are deleted from the list of Latvian 
Coleoptera. In the article also the annotated list 
of Latvian species has been published. 
Altogether, 12 species Psylliodes LATREILLE, 
1825 are reported in Latvia. 
 

Methods 
 

432 individuals of flea beetles were 
reviewed in this investigation, representing 
eight species of genus Psylliodes. The material 
reviewed in this paper is stored in the collection 
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of Daugavpils University, Institute of 
Systematic Biology (DUBC), and in the private 
collection of Dmitry Telnov (R�ga, Latvia). 

The following identification keys have 
been used: Bie�kowski 2004, Lopatin, 
Nesterova 2005, Mohr 1966, Nadein 2007c, 
Warchałowski 2003. We follow the systematics 
suggested by Silfverberg (2004). The Catalogue 
of Palaearctic Flea Beetles (Gruev, Döberl 
1997) and papers (Nadein 2007a, 2007b) were 
used for the nomenclature and synonymies. 

Host plants are listed according to 
Lopatin, Nesterova (2005). Characteristic of 
distribution of species is given according to 
Bie�kowski (2004), Borowiec (2004), Gruev & 
Döberl (1997), Lopatin 1977, 1986, Lopatin & 
Kulenova 1986, Lopatin & Nesterova (2005), 
Medvedev & Dubeshko (1992) and 
Warchałowski (2003). 

Classification of chorotypes is made 
according to Taglianti et al. (1999). The 
abbreviations of chorotypes codes: PAL – 
Palaearctic, WPA – West Palaearctic, ASE – 
Asiatic-European, CEM – Centralasiatic-
Europeo-Mediterranean, CAE – Centralasiatic-
European, TEM – Turano-Europeo-
Mediterranean, TUE – Turano-European, EUM 
– Europeo-Mediterranean. 

The following data are given for each 
species: Latin name, bibliographical source for 
Latvia, additional faunal data (locality, 
collecting date, number of collected individuals 
in parentheses, information on the habitat and 
collector’s name abbreviation), host plant, 
general distribution and the code of the 
chorotype. 

Some species are marked with a dash (-) in 
the list. These species have been reported for 
Latvian fauna, but their records are questioned 
the Baltic region. These species are herewith 
excluded from the list of Latvian Coleoptera. 

 
Explanations of used abbreviations: d. – district, 

env. – environs, Isl. – island, C – central, S – South, N – 
North, E – East, W – West, fr. – skeletal fragments of 
beetles, num. – numerous individuals (more than 10). 
Collector`s name abbreviation: A.A. – A.Anichtchenko, 
A.Ba. – A.Barševskis, A.Bu. – A.Bukejs, A.K. – 
A.Karpa, A.P. – A.Pankj�ns, C.F. – C.Fägerström, D.T. – 
D.Telnov, E.R. – E.Rud�ns, F.S. – F.Savi�s, K.A. – 
K.Aksjuta, K.B. – K.Barševska, I.L. – I.Leiskina, I.S. – 
I.Salmane, J.S. – J.Staskevi�a, M.B. – M.Balalaikins, M.J. 
– M.Janovska (M.Murd), N.S. – N.Savenkov, V.S. – 

V.Spu��is, U.V. – U.Valainis. 
 

Results 
 

The study reviewed 432 individuals 
belonging to eight species of the genus 
Psylliodes. Two species, P. cupreata 
(DUFTSCHMID, 1825) and P. reitteri WEISE, 
1888 are excluded from the list of Latvian 
Coleoptera. The list of species of Latvian fauna 
now includes 12 species. 

The check-list of Latvian Coleoptera 
(Telnov et al. 1997) contains species P. 
deplanata L.MEDVEDEV, 1962 but in the second 
edition of check-list (Telnov 2004) this species 
was excluded. The species is endemic of 
Caucasus. Therefore it is not mentioned in the 
current list. 
 

A list of species of the Latvian fauna 
 
Psylliodes LATREILLE, 1825 
Syn.: Macrocnema STEPHENS, 1829 
 
Subgenus Psylliodes s. str. 
P. affinis (PAYKULL, 1799) 
Syn.: exoleta ILLIGER, 1807 nec LINNAEUS, 
1761 
References: Seidlitz 1872-1875, 1887-1891; 
Rathlef 1905; Palij 1958; P�tele 1968a, 1970a, 
1970b, 1971; Barševskis 1993; Telnov et al. 
1997; Telnov 2004. 
Examined material: 24 ind.: Balvi d.: Kuprava, 
28.08.1994 (1, A.Ba.); Daugavpils d.: 
Daugavpils env., E bank of Lale �ubasts, 
29.06.2006 (1, D.T.); Ilgas, Silene Nature Park, 
28.06.1994 (1, on Solanum, A.Ba.), 02.07.1994 
(1, A.Ba.); L�ksna parish, 2 km N Daugavpils, 
17.05.2008 (1, inland dunes, edge of pine forest, 
A.Bu.); Medumi, Vilkukrogs, 29.09.1992 (1, 
A.Ba.); Pilskalne, 29.05.1993 (1, A.Ba.); Stropi, 
27.04.2008 (6, bank of Lake Lielais Stropu, 
A.Bu.); J	kabpils d.: Dunava, 17.07.1995 (1, 
A.Ba.); Vand�ni, 16.08.2008 (2, bank of the 
Daugava River, M.B.); Kr�slava d.: Izvalta, 
Mur�ni house, 21.08.1992 (2, bog, A.Ba.); 
Liep�ja d.: Lake Papes N env., 17.06.2005 (5, 
meadow, D.T.); Tukums d.: Lake Engurs near 
ornithological station, 20.06.2004 (1, wet 
meadow, on Solanum, D.T.); Ventspils d.: 
Moricsala Isl., Moricsala Nature Reserve, 
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15.07.2008 (1, A.Ba.). 
Host plants: Solanum nigrum, S. dulcamara 
(Solanacea). 
Distribution: Europe, N Africa (Morocco), Near 
East, Caucasus, Kazakhstan, Central Asia, W 
Siberia; introduced also to N America. [WPA] 
 
P. marcida (ILLIGER, 1807) 
References: Mickutowicz 1905; Rathlef 1921; 
P�tele 1968a, 1970a, 1970b, 1971, 1981a, 
1981b; Telnov et al. 1997; Telnov 2004. 
Examined material: 89 ind.: J�rmala: Lielupe, 
20.06.2002 (num., near mouth of the Lielupe 
River, on Cakile maritima, D.T.); Liep�ja d.: 
Pape, 24-26.05.1994 (3, seashore, dunes, N.S.), 
23-25.06.1994 (1, seashore, dunes, N.S.), 
15.06.2005 (1, wet meadow, C.F.); Limbaži d.: 
Ainaži, 15.06.2002 (num., seashore, D.T.); 
between Ainaži and Kuiviži, Randu meadows, 
25.07.2006 (5, coastal meadow, A.K.), 
27.06.2007 (1, coastal meadow, A.K.); Dunte, 
16.08.2008 (1, A.Ba.); Jelgavkrasti, 15.06.2002 
(num., D.T.); Salacgr�va, Veczemja rock, 
27.07.2007 (1, near the sea, A.Ba.), 17.08.2008 
(1, A.Ba.); Lau�i, 17.07.2005 (1, seashore, 
D.T.); R�ga d.: Saulkrasti, 01.10.2005 (6, 
Pabažu seashore, on Cakile maritima, I.S.), 
15.07.2008 (2, seashore, on Cakile maritima, 
A.Bu., M.B.); 5.5 km S Sv	tciems, mouth of the 
Vitrupe River, 12.08.1997 (1, seashore, A.Ba.); 
Talsi d.: Kolka, 17-23.07.2002 (num., on Cakile 
maritima, I.S.), 13.06.2004 (5, seashore, on 
Cakile maritima, D.T.); 05-06.08.2004 (1, 
seashore, on Cakile maritima, I.S.); Mazirbe, 
13.06.2004 (7, seashore, dunes, on Cakile 
maritima, D.T.); Tukums d.: Engure, 
10.06.1977 (2, leg. V.P�tele); Ventspils d.: 
J�rkalne, 16.07.2005 (28, A.Ba.), 28.07.2005 (1, 
seashore, A.Ba., A.Bu., U.V.); Mi
e�tornis, 
07.08.2004 (6, seashore, on Cakile maritima, 
D.T.). 
Host plants: Cakile maritima (Cruciferae). 
Distribution: seashores of Europe and N Africa 
(Baltic Sea, North Sea, Atlantic, Mediterranean 
Sea; northwards to Gulf of Bothnia), Crimea, 
Caucasus (coast of Black Sea). [EUM] 
 
P. luteola (MÜLLER, 1776) 
References: P�tele 1968a, 1968b, 1970a, 1970b, 
1971, 1974, 1975; Pried�tis, P�tele 1976; Telnov 
et al. 1997; Telnov 2004. 

Examined material: Not confirmed by the 
author. 
Host plants: Quercus (Fagaceae), Ulmus 
(Ulmaceae), Carpinus (Corylaceae). 
Distribution: S and Central Europe (northwards 
to England, Denmark, Estonia), NW Africa 
(Morocco, Algeria), Asia Minor, Near East 
(Syria, Lebanon), Caucasus, Iran. [TEM] 
Note: Very rare species, known only from two 
localities in W and C Latvia. In catalogue 
“Enumeratio nova Coleopterorum 
Fennoscandiae, Daniae et Baltiae” (Silfverberg 
2004) this species is mentioned for Denmark, 
Estonia and Latvia. 
 
P. picina (MARSHAM, 1802) 
References: Telnov 1997; Telnov et al. 1997; 
Telnov 2004. 
Examined material: 5 ind.: Daugavpils d.: 
Kalniš
i, 55o52`54``N 26o44`03``E, 21.08.2009 
(2, bank of the Daugava River, A.Bu., M.B.); 
Gulbene d.: Pededzes ozolu audze, Pededzes 
lejtece PNT, 28.05.2005 (1, pasture woodland, 
C.F.); J	kabpils d.: Dunava, 25.07.1999 (1, 
A.Ba.); Valmiera d.: Mazsalaca, 27.08.2006 (1, 
A.Ba.). 
Host plants: Quercus (Fagaceae), Ulmus 
(Ulmaceae), Carpinus and Corylus 
(Corylaceae). 
Distribution: Europe, Asia Minor, Caucasus, 
Iraq. [TUE] 
Note: Very rare species, known from five 
localities. 
 
P. attenuata (KOCH, 1803) 
References: P�tele 1968a, 1968b, 1970a, 1970b, 
1971; Telnov et al. 1997; Telnov 2004; Kalni�š 
et al. 2007. 
Examined material: Not confirmed by the 
author. 
Host plants: Cannabaceae. In literature 
(Bie�kowski 2004) as host plants mentioned 
also Urticaceae (Urtica), Fabaceae (Phaseolus), 
Solanaceae (Solanum), Chenopodiaceae 
(Chenopodium, Beta), Linaceae (Linum) and 
Compositae (Arctium). 
Distribution: Europe, Caucasus, Asia Minor, 
Siberia, Central Asia, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, 
Far East of Russia, China (Kweichow, 
Manchuria, Heilungkiang, Shansi, Shensi), 
Japan, Korean Peninsula. [ASE] 
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Note: Very rare species, known only from two 
localities in N and E Latvia. 
 
P. chrysocephala (LINNAEUS, 1758) 
Syn.: erythrocephala LINNAEUS, 1758; 
cyanoptera (ILLIGER, 1807); sophiae (ILLIGER, 
1807). 
References: Fleischer 1829 (Altica); Kawall 
1866; Seidlitz 1872-1875, 1887-1891; Rathlef 
1905; Palij 1958; P�tele 1968a, 1970a, 1970b, 
1971; Barševskis 1993 (misidentifications); 
Telnov et al. 1997; Telnov 2002, 2004; Kalni�š 
et al. 2007. 
Examined material: 10 ind.: Talsi d.: Sl�tere 
National Park, 25.08.1980 (1, leg. V.P�tele), 
18.08.1983 (9, leg. V.P�tele). 
Some earlier records of this species, “Balvi d., 
Kuprava, 19.05.1992 (1, moist forest, A.Ba.)” 
and “Daugavpils d., Šarlote, 14.09.1991 (1, 
A.Ba.)” (Barševskis 1993), were based on 
misidentifications. 
Host plants: Cruciferae. 
Distribution: Europe, N Africa, Caucasus, Asia 
Minor, Near East, Iran, Kazakhstan, south part 
of W Siberia. [CEM] 
Note: Very rare species, known only from three 
localities. 
 
(-) P. tricolor WEISE, 1888 
Syn.: cyanopterus REDTENBACHER, 1849 nec 
ILLIGER, 1807; sophiae HEIKERTINGER, 1914 
nec ILLIGER, 1807. 
References: In some papers (P�tele 1968a; 
Telnov et al. 1997; Telnov 2004) it is reported 
as possible species for Latvian fauna. 
Host plants: Cruciferae (mostly on Sisymbrium 
officinale). 
Distribution: Europe, N Africa (Morocco), 
Caucasus, Asia Minor, Near East, Iran, south 
part of W Siberia, Kazakhstan, Central Asia. 
[CEM] 
Note: Possible species in Latvia. According to 
the catalogue of Silfverberg (2004), the species 
is mentioned for Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
Karelia (Fennoscandian part of Russia), 
Lithuania, Norway and Sweden. It is known 
also from Belarus (Lopatin, Nesterova 2005). 
 
P. napi (FABRICIUS, 1792) 
Syn.: flavicornis WEISE, 1883 
References: Precht 1818 (Chrysomela napi); 

Seidlitz 1872-1875, 1887-1891; Rathlef 1905; 
Palij 1958; P�tele 1968a, 1970a, 1970b, 1971; 
Telnov et al. 1997; Telnov 2004; Kalni�š et al. 
2007. 
Examined material: 148 ind.: Aizkraukle d.: 
Valle, 05.09.2006 (1, E.R.); C	su d.: �raiši (1, 
leg. anonymous); Daugavpils d.: Bebrene, 
04.05.2006 (1, E.R.); Ilgas, Silene Nature Park, 
02.09.1993 (1, A.Ba.), 30.06.2007 (1, K.A.); 
Medumi, 18.05.2009 (1, A.Ba., A.A.); Šarlote, 
14.09.1991 (1, A.Ba.), 01.06.2008 (1, K.A.), 
08.05.2009 (1, K.A.); Š	dere, Straum	ni house, 
29.07.2007 (1, M.J.), 01-06.05.2008 (3, M.J.); 
Stropi, 27.04.2008 (1, bank of Lake Lielais 
Stropu, A.Bu.), 05.05.2008 (1, agrocenosis, 
A.Bu.); J	kabpils d.: Dunava, 08.05.1994 (1, 
A.Ba.), 25.07.1999 (2, A.Ba.), 07.05.2005 (1, 
A.Ba.); Rubene, 02.09.2000 (1, I.L.); Zasa, 
10.08.2008 (1, M.B.); Kr�slava d.: Š
eltova, 
22.08.1992 (1, A.Ba.), 09.05.1993 (1, A.Ba.), 
23.08.2003 (1, A.Ba.); Limbaži d.: Staicele, 
17.08.1992 (1, F.S.); Ludza d.: B�aši, 
10.08.2008 (1, meadow, M.B.); 1.5 km SW 
G�gari, 56o26`44`N 27o50`02``E, 10.05.2008 (2, 
old clearing, A.Bu.); Prei�i d.: Jersika, 
Kurpnieki house, 05.09.2007 (1, K.B., 
A.Barševskis); R	zekne d.: Gaigalava env., 
bank of Lake Lub�ns near the Aivieksta River, 
08.09.2007 (1, A.Bu., M.B.); Til�ši, 08.08.2008 
(1, M.B.); R�ga d.: Cekule env., 07.05.2003 (1, 
mixed forest, D.T.); Sigulda, Paparžu gr�vis 
(ditch), 21.05.1999 (2, D.T.), 06.06.2003 (3, 
mixed forest, on Lunaria redivia, D.T.); 
Nurmiži, Nurmižup�tes gr�vis (ditch), 
24.06.2005 (5, mixed forest, on Lunaria 
rediviva, D.T.); Talsi d.: Sl�tere, 01.06.2003 
(num., primary mixed forest, on Cruciferae, 
D.T.), 13.06.2004 (num., mixed fores, D.T.), 
11-18.07.2004 (2, V.S.); Sl�tere National Park, 
Zilie Kalni (hills) and D�vida P�avas 
(meadows), 19.05.2001 (num., primary mixed 
forest, on Lunaria rediviva, D.T.), 06.2002 (15, 
A.Ba.), 05-06.08.2002 (2, A.Ba.), 05.09.2002 
(44, A.Ba.), 01.06.2003 (num., edge of forest, 
on Cruciferae, D.T.), 02.07.2005 (1, primary 
mixed forest, D.T.), 07.05.2006 (11, A.Ba.), 
10.08.2006 (6, A.Ba.), 01.09.2006 (1, A.P., 
E.R., U.V.), 05.10.2006 (19, U.V., A.P., J.S., 
A.Ba.), 06-07.2007 (num., primary deciduous 
forest, on leaves of Lunaria rediviva, D.T.), 
22.08.2008 (7, A.Ba.); Valka d.: Rauza, 
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24.04.2004 (1, valley of the Rauza River, 
roadside, on Cruciferae, D.T.); Valmiera d.: 
Sprosti house, 57o34`58``N 25o20`15``E, 
21.08.2006 (1, A.P.). 
Host plants: Cruciferae. 
Distribution: Europe, NW Africa, Asia Minor, 
Caucasus, Kazakhstan, Siberia (eastwards to 
Yakutia). [PAL] 
 
P. cuprea (KOCH, 1803) 
References: P�tele 1980, 1981b; Barševskis 
1993 (misidentifications); Telnov et al. 1997; 
Telnov 2004. 
Examined material: Not confirmed by the 
author. 
Earlier record of this species, “Kr�slava d., 
Š
eltova, 28.08.1992 (1, A.Ba.)” (Barševskis 
1993), was based on misidentification. 
Host plants: Cruciferae. 
General distribution: C and S Europe, N Africa, 
Caucasus, Asia Minor, Near East, Iran, W 
Siberia (Sayans), Kazakhstan, C Asia, 
Mongolia. [CEM] 
Note: Very rare species, known only from 
single locality in Sl�tere National Park (NW 
Latvia) (P�tele 1981b). 
 
(-) P. cupreata (DUFTSCHMID, 1825) 
References: Barševskis 1993 
(misidentification), 2002; Telnov et al. 1997; 
Telnov 2004. 
Examined material: Not confirmed by the 
author.  
Earlier records of this species, “Daugavpils d., 
Ilgas, Silene Nature Park, 06.07.1992 (1, 
A.Ba.)” (Barševskis 1993), and “Talsi d.: Sl�tere 
National Park, 25.08.1980 (1, leg. V.P�tele)” 
were based on misidentifications. 
Host plants: Cruceferae. 
Distribution: C and SE Europe, Caucasus, W 
Siberia (the Altai, Sayans), Kazakhstan, C Asia 
(Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan), Mongolia. [CAE] 
Note: Faunistic data on this species in Latvia are 
absent. The species is herewith excluded from 
the list of Latvian Coleoptera. The nearest 
locality of this species is in Belarus (Lopatin, 
Nesterova 2005) and Lithuania (Silfverberg 
2004). 
 
P. hyoscyami (LINNAEUS, 1758) 
References: Fleischer 1829 (Altica hyosciami 

F.); Seidlitz 1872-1875, 1887-1891; Rathlef 
1905; Palij 1958; P�tele 1968a, 1970a, 1970b, 
1971; Telnov et al. 1997; Telnov 2004. 
Examined material: Not confirmed by the 
author. 
Host plants: Hyoscyamus niger (Solanaceae). In 
literature (Bie�kowski 2004) as host plants 
mentioned also Datura, Atropa and Solanum 
(Solanaceae). 
Distribution: Europe, N Africa, Asia Minor, 
Near East, Caucasus, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Central 
Asia (Kyrghyzstan, Uzbekistan), Siberia, Far 
East of Russia. [PAL] 
Note: Very rare and insufficiently known 
species. Palij (1958) reported this species from 
Bauska district (central Latvia). 
 
P. chalcomera (ILLIGER, 1807) 
References: Palij 1958; P�tele 1968a, 1970a, 
1970b, 1971; Telnov et al. 1997; Telnov 2004; 
Kalni�š et al. 2007. 
Examined material: 29 ind.: C	sis d.: �raiši, 23-
24.08.1958 (1, leg. anonymous); Daugavpils d.: 
Butiški, 25.07.2008 (2, valley of the Daugava 
River, A.Bu.); Prei�i d.: Jersika, Kurpnieki 
house, 04.06.2006 (2, K.B.), 14.05.2006 (1, 
K.B.), 29.04.2007 (1, K.B., A.Ba.), 12.05.2007 
(1, A.Ba.), 26.05.2007 (1, A.Ba.), 15.04.2008 
(3, A.Ba.), 27.04.2008 (1, K.B.), 09.05.2008 (3, 
A.Ba.), 24.05.2008 (4, A.Ba.), 17.06.2008 (5, 
A.Ba.), 24.05.2009 (2, A.Ba., K.B.); R�ga d.: 
Cekule env., 07.05.2003 (1, mixed forest, D.T.); 
Ventspils d.: Ziras, 28.07.2005 (1, bank of the 
Venta River, A.Ba., A.Bu., U.V.). 
Host plants: Carduus, Cirsium (Compositae). 
General distribution: Europe, N Africa, 
Caucasus, Asia Minor, Near East, Iran, 
Kazakhstan, Central Asia (Kyrgyzstan), Siberia, 
Far East of Russia, N China. [PAL] 
 
P. dulcamarae (KOCH, 1803) 
References: Seidlitz 1872-1875, 1887-1891; 
Rathlef 1905; Palij 1958; P�tele 1968a, 1970a, 
1970b, 1971; Barševskis 1993; Telnov et al. 
1997; Telnov 2004; Bukejs, Telnov 2007; 
Kalni�š et al. 2007. 
Examined material: 84 ind.: Al�ksne d.: 
between Al�ksne and Ziemeri, near the Vaidava 
River, 19.07.2008 (2, D.T.); Balvi d.: Kuprava, 
26.08.1994 (3, A.Ba.); Bauska d.: Kal	ju t�relis 
(moorland) PNT, 03.06.2002 (num., moist 
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mixed forest, D.T.); C	sis d.: R�mnieki, 
14.06.2008 (3, D.T.); Daugavpils d.: Ilgas, 
Silene Nature Park, 28.06.1994 (3, A.Ba.), 
02.07.1994 (5, A.Ba.), 09.05.1996 (1, A.Ba.); 
Š	dere, Straum	ni house, 10-11.05.2008 (1, 
M.J.); Stropi, 01.07.2006 (1, bank of Lake 
Lielais Stropu, on Solanum, D.T.), 27.04.2008 
(3, bank of Lake Lielais Stropu, A.Bu.), 
14.05.2009 (2, moist forest, A.Bu.); Dobele d.: 
Zebrene W env., Pona pond, 15.06.2008 (3, 
D.T.); Kr�slava d.: As�ne SE env., bank of Lake 
Mazais As�nes, 30.06.2006 (1, on Solanum, 
D.T.); Liep�ja d.: Emb�te, 18.07.2009 (5, D.T.); 
N bank of Lake Papes, 17.06.2005 (3, meadow, 
D.T.); Limbaži d.: Braslava, 28.06.2006 (1, 
park, on Solanum, D.T.); 1 km N Kuiviži, 
Randu p�avas (meadows), 25.07.2004 (1, moist 
forest, D.T.); V�
i, 22.08.2006 (1, A.Ba.); 
Madona d.: Barkava, 23.05.2005 (1, deciduous 
forest, C.F.); Vestiena env., N bank of Lake 
K�la, 30.06.2007 (7, wet meadow, D.T.); 
R	zekne d.: Gaidu�i, near Lake Gaidu�u, 
20.05.2005 (1, xeric sandy meadow, C.F.); 
R�ga: Bukulti, 17.09.2006 (fr., D.T.); Jugla, 
17.09.2006 (fr., D.T.); R�ga d.: Dzidri�as, 
22.05.2005 (1, wet meadow, on Solanum, D.T.); 
Garupe, 08.08.2004 (1, moist mixed forest, on 
Solanum, D.T.); emeri, 26.02.1995 (1, moist 
forest, under bark, D.T.), 26.09.1996 (2, under 
bark, D.T.); Lake Lieluikas E env., 11.08.2007 
(1, valley of the Cime�upe River, on Solanum, 
D.T.); N bank of Lake Lilastes, Medz�baki 
house, 21.07.2007 (1, D.T.); Talsi d.: Sl�tere, 
21.06.2002 (1, C.F.); Tukums d.: B	rzciems, 
20.06.2004 (num., wet meadow, on Solanum, 
D.T); Lapmežciems, 03.06.2007 (2, seashore, 
D.T.); Lielais emeru t�re�is (moorland), T�re�i 
houses, emeru National Park, 22.06.2008 (1, 
bog, D.T.); Valka d.: Pirtsl�cis, 30.07.2006 (1, 
D.T.); Valmiera d.: S	�i E env., R�jas paliene 
PNT, 29.07.2006 (2, bank of river, on Solanum, 
D.T.); Ventspils d.: Moricsala Isl., Moricsala 
Nature Reserve, 29.06.2002 (1, U.V.), 
06.09.2002 (1, U.V.), 05.2003 (1, U.V.), 
30.05.2006 (3, A.Ba., E.R.), 03-04.06.2008 
(num., on Solanum, D.T.); S�rnate E env., near 
Lake S�rnates, 31.08.2008 (7, moist deciduous 
forest, D.T.). 
Host plants: Solanum, Atropa, Hyoscyamus 
(Solanaceae). 
Distribution: Europe, Asia Minor, Caucasus, 

south part of W Siberia, Kazakhstan, Mongolia. 
[CAE] 
 
P. cucullata (ILLIGER, 1807) 
Syn: spergulae GYLLENHAL, 1813 
References: Fleischer 1829 (Altica spergulae 
GYLL.); Seidlitz 1872-1875, 1887-1891; Rathlef 
1905; Palij 1958; P�tele 1968a, 1970a, 1970b, 
1971, 1974, 1975, 1980, 1981a, 1981b, 1982, 
1984; Barševskis 1993, 2002; Telnov et al. 
1997; Telnov 2004; Kalni�š et al. 2007. 
Examined material: 81 ind.: Aluksne d.: 3 km E 
Jaunanna, 15.07.2002 (1, mixed forest, D.T.); 
C	sis d.: �raiši (1, leg. anonymous); Daugavpils 
d.: Butiški, 25.07.2008 (8, valley of the 
Daugava River, A.Bu.), 01.07.2009 (1, A.Bu.); 
Daugavpils, city, 03.07.2007 (1, K.B., A.Ba.), 
city, bank of the Daugava River, 08.08.2007 (1, 
K.A., M.J.), Mežciems, 26.06.1992 (1, A.Ba.), 
27.06.1992 (2, A.Ba.), 28.06.1992 (2, A.Ba.), 
19.07.1992 (2, A.Ba.); Elerne, Muravki house, 
26.06.2005 (2, A.Ba., K.Barševska); Ilgas, 
Silene Nature Park, 04.07.1992 (1, A.Ba.), 
06.07.1992 (1, A.Ba.), 07.07.1992 (1, A.Ba.), 
08.07.1992 (1, A.Ba.), 09.07.1992 (1, A.Ba.), 
04.07.1994 (1, A.Ba.), 30.06.2007 (1, K.A.), 
29.06-04.07.2007 (1, A.Ba.); L�ksna parish, 4 
km N Daugavpils, 29.06.2009 (5, old clearing, 
A.Bu.); Šarlote, 29.06.2008 (1, K.A.), 
12.07.2008 (1, K.A.); Stropi, 10.08.2009 (1, 
A.Bu.); Viš
i, near Lake Dotkas, 18.08.1990 (1, 
A.Ba.); J	kabpils d.: Dunava, 15.07.2007 (11, 
A.Ba.), 01-09.08.2007 (1, K.B.), 09-10.08.2008 
(1, A.Ba.), 16.08.2008 (11, A.Ba.); Vand�ni, 
16.08.2008 (1, bank of the Daugava River, 
M.B.); Zasa, 10.08.2008 (1, M.B.); Limbaži d.: 
umrags, 17.08.2008 (1, dunes, A.Ba.); Ogre 
d.: egums, left bank of the Daugava River, 
13.07.2006 (2, A.Ba., K.B.); R	zekne d.: �de�a 
env., 56o44`38``N 26o55`11``E, 06.VII.2008 (2, 
bank of Lake Lub�ns, A.Bu., M.B.); bank of 
Lake Galdacis, 12.07.2008 (4, A.Bu.); Nag�i 
env., bank of Lake Lub�ns near the R	zekne 
River, 10.06.2007 (1, A.Bu.); Zosna, 
02.08.1992 (3, A.Ba.); R�ga d.: Baldone, 
20.08.2008 (1, A.Ba.); Valka d.: Stren�i, 
03.07.2006 (1, A.Ba., U.V., A.P.); Ventspils d.: 
J�rkalne, 28.07.2005 (1, seashore, A.Ba., A.Bu., 
U.V.); Moricsala Isl., Moricsala Nature 
Reserve, 15.07.2008 (1, A.Ba.); Ziras, 
28.07.2005 (1, bank of the Venta River, A.Ba., 
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A.Bu., U.V.). 
Host plants: Caryophyllaceae (Spergula), 
Polygonaceae, Gramineae, Cruciferae. 
Distribution: Europe (southwards to Rumania 
and Ukraine), Caucasus, Siberia, Kazakhstan, 
Central Asia, Mongolia, Far East of Russia, 
China (Kansu), Korean Peninsula. [ASE] 
Note: Very common. 
 
Subgenus Semicnema WEISE, 1888 
(-) P. reitteri WEISE, 1888 
References: P�tele 1984; Barševskis 1993 
(misidentifications); Telnov et al. 1997; Telnov 
2004. 
Examined material: Not confirmed by the 
author. 
Earlier records of this species, “R	zekne d.: 
Zosna, 02.08.1992 (3, wet meadow, A.Ba.)” and 
“Daugavpils d.: Viš
i, near Lake Dotkas, 
18.08.1990 (1, A.Ba.)” (Barševskis 1993), and 
“Jersika, 20.08.1972 (1, leg. V.P�tele)” were 
based on misidentifications. 
Host plants: Phragmites (Gramineae). 
Distribution: Nominate subspecies distributed in 
Europe (Austria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, 
Czech, Germany (C and W), Hungary, Russia 
(south, east to Volga), Slovakia, Ukraine 
(south); but subspecies P. reitteri parallelus 
WEISE, 1890 occur in Kazakhstan, Central Asia, 
Siberia, Far East of Russia, Mongolia and China 
(Tibet). [ASE] 
Note: Presence of this species in Latvia is 
doubtful. The species is herewith deleted from 
the list of Latvian Coleoptera. 
 

Analysis of the distribution of species 
reveals rather wide the range of chorotypes: 
Palaearctic – P. napi, P. hyoscyami and P. 
chalcomera, West Palaearctic – P. affinis, 
Asiatic-European – P. attenuata and P. 
cucullata, Centralasiatic-Europeo-
Mediterranean – P. chrysocephala and P. 
cuprea, Centralasiatic-European – P. 
dulcamarae, Turano-Europeo-Mediterranean – 
P. luteola, Turano-European – P. picina and 
Europeo-Mediterranean – P. marcida. 
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